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De pa rtment of Corn mll n ications,
Climate Action & Environment

Mr Nigel de Haas

lnch incu rka,

Du n ma nway,

Co. Cork
*No Eircode Found*

Ref: CG-20L7 I21.

27th March 2017,

Dear Mr de Haas,

I refer to your correspondence of llth
revision of the Wind Energy Development

Office of the Minister

Fon/Tel +353 1 678 2000

Faics/Fax +353 1 678 2029

m in iste r. na ughte n @ dccae. ie

February 2OL7 relating to the proposed

Gu idelines 2006.

Please note that the statutory responsibility with regard to planning consents rests

with the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government. As

Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment my approach is to
find an appropriate balance between the interest of communities and the need to

maintain cost-effective deployment of appropriate renewable energy in lreland.

However, responsibility with regard to the authorisation of wind farms is a matter

for the relevant planning authority or An Bord Pleandla. I have no role with regard to

the independent process through which applications for planning permissions for

renewable energy installations are considered or indeed, enforced.

As you are no doubt aware, a review of the Wind Energy Guidelines, specifically in

relation to noise, proximity and shadow flicker, is a key commitment in the 2016

Programme for Government. This review is being undertaken to reflect technological

developments and scientific research in the wind energy sector since the Guidelines

were published in 2006. The review began with a draft document issued by the then

Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government for public

consultation from December 2OL3 to February 2014. ln , consideration of

amendments surrounding the conditions for sound and shadow flicker, it is

necessary that the Guidelines will reflect robust, evidence based standards to
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prevent intrusion insofar as possible.

Regarding concerns in relation to the noise levels emanating from wind farm

developments and with reference to the quoted setback distance, it is important to
consider the number of assumptions made in the data set out in the RPS Report on

Wind Turbine Noise Modelling. Key to the calculations were the accumulation of
worst-case based scenarios meaning that the figures arrived at cannot always

represent likely real world situations. The figures should therefore be considered as

maximum theoretical distances at which wind farm noises can be detected at the

specified levels, rather than as minimum distances required to reduce noise

intensities to those levels. This highlights the complexity of the conditions under

investigation in the review of the guidelines currently under way.

It may also interest you to know that since December 2016 wind energy developers

have committed to implementing the Code of Practice for Wind Energy Development

in lreland for community engagement which will emphasise full and transparent

engagement with local communities. This Code of Good Practice is intended to
ensure that wind energy development in lreland is undertaken in observance with

the best industry practices, and with the full engagement of communities around the

country and is available on my Department's website at www.dccae.ie for reference

While the lead Department on planning policy and legislation is the Department of
Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (DHPCLG), my Department

and DHPCLG are working together in order to achieve the Programme for
Government commitment. This is a very technical area and the engagement

between the two departments is ongoing in order to bring the review to completion.

Furthermore, the issues of community benefit and participation are being

considered and developed as part of this process. The proposed new guidelines will

be subject to Strategic Environmental Assessment and associated public consultation

before they are finalised by Government.

I trust this information is of some assistance.

You rs sincerely,

Denis Naught€h, T.D.

Minister for Communications, Climate Action & Environment


